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KMCPC Members: 

  Neil Sikora, Chair 
  Vince Carahaly, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 

John Gisler, County Commissioner Liaison 
Tracy Hall, County Commissioner Liaison Alternate 

Charles Alexander 

  Joel Amos 
Sandra Bliesener 

Steven Cook 

Rebecca LaDuca  
Heather Ricketts 

  Karl Westra 

 
Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, December 6, 2018 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sandra Bliesener, Joel Amos, Vince Carahaly, John Gisler, 

Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora, Karl Westra 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Charles Alexander, Martin Janssen, Rebecca LaDuca, Steve Cook, 

Tracy Hall 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Director of County Planning Dept. 

 Kat Webber, Cypress Creek 

  

I. Call to Order 

Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo 

County Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007. 

 

II. Members Excused 

Mr. Alexander, Mr. Janssen, Ms. LaDuca, Mr. Cook and Ms. Hall were excused. 

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

No changes. Motion by Mr. Carahaly, seconded by Ms. Bliesener to approve the agenda. 

Motion carried. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Westra, seconded by Mr. Amos to approve the minutes of September 6, 

2018 meeting. Motion carried. 

 

V. Citizens’ time 

No citizens in attendance.  

 

VI. For Consideration 

1. Presentation by Kat Webber, Senior Developer of Cypress Creek Renewables. Ms. 

Webber was invited to come and present after review of informational materials at the 
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September 6 KMCPC meeting. She gave an overview about the organization’s 

program to lease land for solar farms. There is currently only one property in the 

County, in Ross Twp, that is being considered for solar farm use. Ms. Webber stated 

that most municipalities do not have appropriate zoning ordinances in place to deal 

with solar farms. Her company can assist with making sure ordinances reflect the 

municipality’s intended allowed land uses. She also mentioned that wind power is an 

allowed activity in PA116 sites, but not solar farming. The land on many of the solar 

farms that Cypress Creek has a contract with are seeded with wildflowers and used by 

bee keepers. Getting contracts to sell the energy to energy companies is sometimes a 

challenge. 

 

2. Oshtemo Township: review of Update to Master Plan for the development of parks, 

recreation, non-motorized transportation and conservation of lands.  

Ms. Jarnefelt provided a staff review of the Plan. The Plan is a guide that addresses 

the community’s needs for amenities by providing a plan for active recreational 

opportunities, passive enjoyment of rural areas and natural landscapes, opportunities 

for environmental preservation and sustainability, and improved health and quality of 

life. During the review and discussion, it was noted that although much of the Plan is 

focused on internal areas in the Township, the non-motorized transportation and some 

of the areas of interest (recreation, nature preserves, cemeteries, historic farmsteads 

etc.) are in some cases close to the neighboring townships and may have an effect on 

them. Especially non-motorized transportation along the township border streets are 

links that provide a good opportunity for developing contacts and communication 

between the neighboring municipalities, and the County as a whole. The on-line 

version includes several Appendices with detailed data.  

Motion by Mr. Carahaly, seconded by Ms. Bliesener, that the proposed update to the 

Oshtemo Township Master Plan be considered CONSISTENT with the planning and 

zoning of the neighboring units. Motion carried. 

Old Business  

None 

 

VII. New Business 

None 

 

VIII. Parks Commission liaison update 
Ms. Bliesener reported on items discussed at the Parks Commission meeting on 

December 6, among them parks fees, revenue creating events along the River Valley 

Trail, cycle racks, and a Partnership Award. 

 

IX. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) and RPI (Regional Prosperity 

Initiative) updates 

Mr. Carahaly gave the following updates: 
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SMPC: SMPC hosted an educational no-cost seminar last week on the local 

regulation of marijuana at the W.E. Upjohn Institute; more people attended than had 

registered. MSU-Extension offered continuing education credits for this training for 

their Master Citizen Planner credential. Tremendous feedback, attendees were from 

the four member counties: Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Branch, and St. Joseph. Mr. 

Carahaly announced he was reelected chair for SMPC’s new fiscal year. SMPC 

continues to provide technical assistance to various municipalities in the planning 

region such as revising zoning ordinances, rewriting master plans, staffing planning 

administrators. On the MDOT side, SMPC is in the thick of the Rural Task Force and 

Small Urban surface transportation calls for projects, interested local units can visit 

the KATS website which hosts this activity. 

 

RPI: The Southwest Michigan Prosperity Initiative (SWMPI) recently applied to the 

DTMB for funding for 2019 in two parts. First is the standard annual funding for the 

Prosperity Region, a work plan is being drafted to cover four primary areas: 

workforce development, infrastructure, community development, and economic 

development. Second is a new request for funding from the state for Integrated Asset 

Management, which will involve new activities for SWMPI. The application to the 

state can be found on the SWMPI website. Programming for 2018’s funding is 

ramping up, it involves apprenticeships, internships and job training. SWMPI has 

selected Southwest Michigan First and Western Michigan University to drive this 

initiative. The first elements of this effort will be starting soon. Because SWMPI is a 

public body, its meeting packets and other info is available online and hosted by 

SMPC. 

 

X. Correspondence 

 

1. City of Parchment – Notice of Intent to start a 5-year review of the City’s Master 

Plan. Ms. Bliesener mentioned that starting the update was inspired in part by the 

County Master Plan process. 

 

XI. Other 

Mr. Carahaly mentioned that the Citizen Planner training is offered also on-line, 

which makes it convenient. Interested persons could receive a grant to help pay for 

the training through the County, interested persons should contact Ms. Jarnefelt. 

 

XII. Adjournment 

Motion by Ms. Carahaly, seconded by Mr. Westra to adjourn the meeting. Motion 

carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

Next KMCPC meeting scheduled: January 3, 2019 at 7 pm. 


